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Editorial

Antimicrobial resistance is a serious global health problem specially in resource poor countries and India is
not an exception. World Health Organization (WHO) as well as Government of India has made strategies for
containment of Antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Antimicrobial Resistance is the result of environmental and
behavioral factors. Indiscriminate use of antimicrobials, laxity in enforcement of existing laws and lack of
awareness are the main causes of AMR in India. Indian Government has taken several steps to improve
pattern of use and stringent enforcement of existing regulations. Indian Pharmaceutical Association (IPA) and
Commonwealth Pharmacists’ Association (CPA) have taken up the issue of generating awareness on
containment of AMR during last few years. Recently CPA and IPA has presented their activities in Antibiotic
Guardian Conference and Awards 2018 organized by Public Health England, UK at London, where the poster
of CPA was recognized as “highly commended poster” and the IPA Poster was shortlisted for presenting at
the final round. Several health care agencies and associations from UK and other Commonwealth countries
have presented posters in this conference. Both the posters are published in this issue of the Drug
Information Bulletin as per the request of Dr. Rao Vadlamudi, President, and Commonwealth Pharmacists’

Association.
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Highly commended poster of CPA at Antibiotic Guardian Conference and Awards 2018 organized by

Public Health England, UK at London

COMMOMNWEALTH
PHARMACISTS :
ASSOCIATION

WHO ARE THE CPA?

The CRALE a UK-based chanty whose membership base consists of Mabional
Phamacy Associalions of the Commanwealih. A5 an aMiated ol
the Commomyveaith, the CPA DRSS 3 key advocacy role for the profiession at

gavemment lewel. The mission of the CPA ks o help support the betier use of
medicines throughout the Commaonwealh wih 3 vision of Improving the health
and wedl being of the peapie of the
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AMR AND THE COMMONWEALTH
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Inciuding mamy iower mitdie income countries. (LMICE)
ﬁlg.le‘l 1 Deaths atiibuted to AMR are parficularty markad In LMICE, making
ks kssue an impartant socus for healih in fhe Commonwealth.

A ghaial actian plan on antimicrebial reskstancs (AMR) was endarsed at the
murmmwmwhmmmmm ginbal agreement on
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sall geoess) =y [2016-17) rewealed that:
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-27% haxd an achion plan under develapment
2% haxd na plan

Of thessa, mare thian B0% of high Income and Ivwer-middie INCome counines

had an aciion plan or wese fhe In the process of develaping one, compared to
60% of upper-midde and kn INcome couniies.

The Commomsealih provides the ideal nebwork o share practice and
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Commonwealth Heatth and Education Unit has developed a
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WAAW 2016 CAMPAIGN WORK

[Fiar Worid Anbibiodic Asvarensss week (WAANY) 2016 the CPA engaged wih
members fo ralee awareness of AMR, and asied them o a survey i
Imvestigaie the situation regarding reguiation and of reguiation
aroumnd suppty of aniibictics In the Commonwealn. Amangst other things, this
preveniing sale of antibiciics
responding arganizalions stated that the

The suney also showed that 76% of respondents were aware of VAN,
however anly 35% of the national organitzations had plans for WAAW 2046, 50
i was supgested that one of their planned aciivities could be to become an
Antibiofic Guardlian and Tor Indkiduals o groups to send in photos with iheir
cerfificaies for display on the CP8 webslie and soclal medla channals (Figure
2). The: CPA also creabed: an Antinlotic Guardian Tiyer, letier io memier
omanizaiions, sample press release and a portal of resources on the CPA
lmhhsm'tm In rAlsng awareness and developing thelr own
campalgres. During this week ihe CPA were also able to co-host a discussion of
the challenges of tackling AMR. In the Commorwealih on the Commomseaith's
Heaith Hub.

Comespondence fo. vidiona rufferg commonweaMphammacy.org

RAISING AMR AWARENESS

N THE COMMONWEALTH
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WAAW 2017 CAMF’AIGN WORK

Ini Ehe nan up o WAAW 2017 the CPA held 2 webinars:

{1) Taratse awareness of the role of ihe phamacst in tackling AMR

{2) Tagive Individuals and crgantzations ldeas of how o rum thelr cwn
campakgns.

IMembers arganizafions around fhe Commanyeealth wene also requesbed fo:
I Reglsier activilles had plamned on ihe Antiblotic Guardian webslbe
2 Complede and mﬂamwmmmmh

Infermational Pharmaceuiical Federalion — FIF)

3. Send a shorl video message anound the theme of WASN 2017 'Seek
SOWGE Irovm your heathcane mmmm
can be viewed on our " | |

4. Mmawh:mm rirgSﬂ-l] 15
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N. Conskder running own campalgn using tool kitssebinar on aur
webslle for [leaENBE0UCeES

We activaly tweeledirebwested appropriaie WASNY posis during ihis weel

FUTURE AMR WORK

The wark hat fhe CRA have camed out since A016 has led to submission of
abstracts and articles to ralse awareness of AMR, 35 well 35 enabling the use
of data to sirengihen advocacy effarts at government level. A signiicant
F-de support pharmacist-ed anfimicroblal stewandship inliaives ind
African nalions in collabaration with ancéher LK charily is cumenily being
weorked up. The GRS WAMN 2B Campaign Is also under develapment.

=AW & 56% Iru:ra.tsm .:t-uu 43;| i
In fha numbsr of 4G in
Commicnysealih countries

compared to 2015

Somsa countries have
aven gone on to develop
tneir cwn placge systam
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Introduction

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a major
problem faced by India as well as the world
and it received a very high priority under the
Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA). The
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW),
Govt. of India listed AMR among the top 10
priorities for collaborative work with WHO.

MoHFW released a national action Plan on
antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-AMR) with 6
strategic priority areas. Improving awareness
and understanding of AMR through effective
communication, education and training was
identified as the core objective among the 6.

The National Health Policy 2017 recognised
AMR as a problem and urges for an effective
action to address it.

The Indian Pharmaceutical Association’s work

Indian Pharmaceutical Association (IPA), the
largest national professional body of
pharmacists in India is working to prevent
AMR through increasing awareness among all
stakeholders and improving rational use of
antibiotics. This poster represents a list of
activities that IPA performed through its
community pharmacy division and various
state and local branches spread all over the
country.

India has participated in the AMR cartoon
competition of FAPA in Oct 2015. A write up on
the activities of IPA against AMR along with
photographs  have  been  sent by
Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association
for display in the Science Museum London.

Voice through media against AMR

Gommunity pharmacists’ role in fight against
antlmmrnhlal resmtance

By EPNews Bursau

posinve mpact and urnscessary ant
areas. Fhanmacisis In Spain @anch
for antibiotics but for information”. The aim was o d

rage patients fram using antimicronials
o antmcropials. |n pans ot tne US

ies to raise awareness on

Antimicrobial resistance

The theme of 54th National Pharmacy Week
(NPW) 2015 was ‘Responsible Use of
Antibiotics Saves Lives’. Posters/leaflets and
PowerPoint presentation were developed and
were used by most IPA branches, pharmacy
colleges, pharmacists and others to create
public awareness on AMR. New initiative taken
up was a competition on the theme for
practising  pharmacists, students and
academicians.

PREVENT

Antibiotic Resistance

Antibiotics Resistance
is a Threat 1o
Your Healih

A colourful mobile tabloid was arranged with
posters and promotional materials against
“Antimicrobial Resistance”, to raise awareness
among the public which has travelled to
different parts of Kolkata for 10 days. The
entire programme was covered by a number of
daily newspapers and a half hour talk show
was telecasted on “Combating Antimicrobial
Resistance” by Doordarshan (National
Television Channel of India).

Several seminars were conducted to reach

1000 retail pharmacists and pharmacy owners.
The seminars emphasized that pharmacies
must insist on proper prescription for
dispensing  antibiotics, provide  patient
counselling for medication adherence, and
discourage self-medication and Schedule H1
protocols.

Knowledge appreciaton and perception
survey was conducted at 5 big hospitals of
Kolkata in collaboration with IPA Bengal
Pharma and Healthcare Trust during the NPW
week covering about 2300 patients and carers.

IPA poster at Antibiotic Guardian Conference and Awards 2018 organized by Public Health England, UK at
London
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Campaign for Awareness on Responsible Use
of Medicines (CARUM)

Designed posters and a handbook in 6
languages to educate the patients and their
care takers on correct use of medicines with
emphasis on antibiotic medication adherence.

DOTS TB Pharmacist Project

Its a public private partnership model
developed by IPA with the support of Govt TB
authorities where community pharmacists are
engaged in the National TB Programmes
which use the strategy DOTS (Directly
Observed Treatment Short course). This
model ensures that patients take their
prescribed treatment for full duration and do
not leave it halfway. Default in treatment is one
of the main reasons for the emergence of
MDR TB. More than 5000 pharmacists in
different parts of the country are trained by
IPA, Govt TB Cells and other NGOs.

IPA — Students’ Forum (IPA-SF) Activities

IPA's Students’ Forum has student chapters
operating at various pharmacy institutions in
India and the students chapters have taken an
initiative to train school children on awareness
of TB and precautions to be taken to prevent
spread of the disease and also to improve
adherence to treatment with in their families
and neighbourhood. This initiative is being
scaled up to have a profound influence on
arresting development of AMR.

Other significant activities

Projects sponsored by Pharma Industry:
Upcoming project is focused on AMR sponsored
by MNC where in IPA will develop video, posters
for public education and training modules for
pharmacists.

Media: Interviews of IPA office bearers on AMR
were telecasted in various Television Channels
during Antibiotic Awareness Week 2015. Several
articles on AMR were written in regional
languages as well.

These are a few of the major contributions from
organizations like IPA to prevent antimicrobial
resistance.

Contact Information

Dr. Rao V.S.V. Vadlamudi
Email: rao.vadlamudi@gmail.com
Phone: +91 9866559321




Public notice issued by CDSCO for comments on proposed inclusion of all implantable medical devices
and other high end equipment under the purview of sec. 3(b) (iv) of the D & C Act

® F No. 18-13/2018-DC |Fart-1)
IMrectorate General of Health Services
Central Drugs Standard Control Crganization
FDA Hhawan, Kotla Road, Hew Delhi
[O/o DCG (L))

Pared: 2 2 JUN 2018

PUEBLIC NOTICE FOR COMMENTS ON PROPOSED NOTIFICATION

Hubject: Proposal toe inelede all implantable medical dewviges and other
high end equipment under the purview of Section 3 [b| |fv) of the
Druge and Coametics Act, 1940 as Medical Devices-regarding.

I pruarmsuance of sub-clause (iv] ol clauss b ol Scceuion 3 of e Drogs
and  Cosmetics Act, 1940 (23 of 29401, Drugs Toonnical Advisooy Board
[OTAB] in its T9th meeting bield on 1&03.2015, celiberated and recommended
tor the proposal 2o specfy the fallowing medical devices Lindar the definirinn of

cdrag.

17 Al implentable medical devices

21 CT mosan oquipalent

31 MEI[ eguaponertil

11 Drefibrillaiors

5] Didalwe:s machine

o] PET couipmeont

Tl H-Ray machine

&) Bone maveow cell separator

This wi.l be notified in e oMicial Gaesole ol India and il w6l come inlo
force after a peried of veelve months from the date of s puablicaion, All che
slakehoelders are reguested e forward chelr comments fsuggesciong within 21
days of Issue of this watice oror o Onalizalion of 1he oolilicsion, through

crmail at deigimic.ia and decdtabdsodsea micin ar o lardd onpies 0 1the O
TGN, CDEcoO, FDA Bhaveens, otla Boac, Mow Dielhi- 2 100002,
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(Dr. 5. "Eswara Reddy|
Daugs Contreller Gonecal (India)

DISCLAIMER:

The Newsletter intends to provide updated and reliable information on medicines and other related issues in an
attempt to equip healthcare professionals to take informed decision in recommending medicines to the patients.
However, they are encouraged to validate the contents. None of the people associated with the publication of the
Newsletter nor the organization shall be responsible for any liability for any damage incurred as a result of use of
contents of this publication. The brand names of medicines, if mentioned, are for illustration only and the Newsletter
does not endorse them.



